                                                                  Town of Salem

                                                 2009 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
                                            Wednesday, November 12, 2008, 7:00 p.m.

Chairman Diann Tesar opened this Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m. with the following present:

Diann Tesar, Dennis Faber, Joe Meier, Josephine Weidman Pat O’Connell, Cindi Ernest, Mike Murdock, Mike Slover, Chris Lamb, Crysti Neuman, Rich Scholze, Jack Rowland, Darin Noyes, Gail Peckler-Dziki, Linda Valentine, Gary Chapman, Darin Noyes, Tom Seep, Neil Leipzig, and Greg Brown. 

PROPOSED 2009 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET
Chairman Tesar went through the proposed 2009 fiscal year budget for the Town of Salem.  She asked for comments and/or questions regarding the proposed budget.

Neil Leipzig questioned the revenues and expenditures for the garbage and recycling and whether they should be the same.  Chris Lamb replied that they are the same, but are split between garbage and recycling in the expenditures.

Gail Peckler-Dziki questioned why the costs of Public Safety went down.  Supervisor Faber replied it was because we no longer have a full time ordinance officer.  Supervisor O’Connell added that we had a $200,000 deficit and it was a matter of making cuts to the budget.  We cut the deficit from $400,000 to $200,000.  
Chairman Tesar stated when we first came to the table; we had a $400,000 deficit and cut a lot of things. 
Mrs. Peckler-Dziki questioned how the fund balance fit into this.

It’s making up the difference in the deficit.  This is money that is tax revenue which has been collected and is taken out of the General Fund.  It reduces the general fund.
Supervisor Faber indicated that the Town has done this in some previous years.

Linda Valentine questioned whether the town has a letter of intent from the garbage company relative to raising rates.

Chairman Tesar indicated that we do and that those rates are figured into the budget.
Mr. Leipzig questioned if Green Valley had their own landfill to which Chairman Tesar responded that they did.  When he questioned whether Green Valley charged for tipping, Chairman Tesar responded, “No.”
Chairman Tesar informed those in attendance that the mill rate is $2.38 a thousand, an increase of 10 cents over last year.  Chris Lamb then stated it was $2.39.

There were no further comments.  

This Public Hearing was closed at 7:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Cindi Ernest, Clerk

