                                                                                                              MINUTES

                                                                            TOWN OF SALEM
                               INFORMATIONAL MEEETING STORM WATER UTILITY DISTRICT
                                                        MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2008 6:00 P.M.

Board Chairman Diann Tesar called this Informational Meeting of the Town of Salem Board of Supervisors to order at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the creation of a Storm Water Utility District within the Town of Salem, with the following present:

CHAIRMAN:                                                     Diann Tesar  
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:                          Josephine Weidman, Dennis Faber, Joe Meier and Pat O’Connell
OTHERS:                                                            Rich Scholze, Chris Lamb, Chris Kaemper, Brad Zautcke, John 
                                                                              Bjelajac, Mike Slover, Mike Murdock, Chris Lamb, Jesse Henderson, 
                                                                              Len Roecker, and Cindi Ernest

Attorney John Bjelajac gave a brief overview of a storm water utility by explaining ERU’s, or Equivalent Residential Unit.  Engineer Len Roecker to give details of the creation of the proposed Storm Water Utility District, the storm water permitting, and the ERU’s.  He pointed out that there are state and federal mandates in place that the Town of Salem needs to comply with.  The storm water utility is set up to generate funding for storm water tasks, including flooding problems.  User fees, called ERU’s are generated to support the administration, planning, implementation and maintenance of a storm water program.
To calculate the ERU, an average square footage of impervious areas would be used.  The recommended imperviousness determined was 6,490 s.f.  per residential parcel.  Impervious areas are hard surfaces.  He told the board that all developed parcels would be required to pay a minimum of one (1) ERU. Using a customer database, it was determined the number of ERU’s each parcel would be charged.  Non residential parcels will be paying more because of the increase in impervious areas.  The storm water utility would have a budget of revenues and expenditures.  There will also be a credit policy and appeal procedures in place and available for property owners.
Chairman Tesar then asked those in attendance if they had any comments or questions on the creation of the district. 

Bill Winker, Hooker Lake, stated that there have been problems with the water from Hooker Lake coming up and questioned whether this would help this.  Engineer Roecker stated this could be a project that could be looked at in the future.

Delores Jucius, 80th Place questioned how the storm water would be done…dig ditches, tunnels, to which Engineer Roecker responded that was a possibility and that each area would have to be looked at and studied to determine what would need to be done.
Eileene Anderson, who lives on CTH “K” questioned why she was going to be charged four times more than a resident with one ERU.  Discussion about impervious areas and the ERU’s followed.
Chris Gustafson asked the board to consider a factors and asked questions.
David Shortess, 258th Avenue, questioned if the ERU charge for 2008 will be prorated, whether current equipment the Town has be used or would we hire outside contractors.  He was told that this would probably be billed in 2009.  Most projects would use current equipment and some may be contracted out depending on the project.
Other people who asked questions were Linda Valentine, Gail Dziki, John Tierny, Rick Zanow, and Virginia Winker.
There were no comments against the proposed district, just constituents asking questions.

THIS INFORMATIONAL MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 7:24 P.M

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________
Cindi Ernest, Clerk

