
1 
 

                                                                                                        MINUTES 
                                                                     TOWN OF SALEM 
                                                        ANNUAL ELECTORS MEETING 
                                                   TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2010 7:00 P.M. 
 
This Annual Elector’s Meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Town Chairman, Linda Valentine with the 
following present: 
 
Diann Tesar, Dennis Faber, Pat O’Connell, Joe Meier, Josephine Weidman, Administrator Pat Casey, Attorney Rich 
Scholze, Jack Rowland, Mike Slover, Brad Zautcke, Chris Lamb, Cindi Ernest, James J. Schultz, Jr., Dr. Brad Smith, DC, 
Todd Taves, Deneen Smith, John Ciesla, Jackie Ciesla, Mike Ullstrup, Dan Campion, Darren Hillock, Deborah Schultz, 
Elaine Tesar, Marc Paulsen, Lynn Murdock, Karen Baker, Mary Jane James, Mike Langel, Jim Cross, Joel Bennett, 
Mario Vera, Cynthia Cort, Bonnie Bennett, Justin Skrsynecki, Carol Husnick, Jim Valentine, Christine Gustafson, Violet 
Miller, Crysti Neuman, Eileen Anderson, Tom Seep, Denny Howard, Tim Vanderhoef, Bill Barhyte, Mary Ellen Close, 
A.B. O’Brien, Thomas C. O’Brien, Dean David Sass, Paula Sass, Bill Carey, Mike Crakes, Elizabeth Greiner, Julie 
Schroeder, Kellie Foglio, John Foglio, John Bigley, Gregg Peterson, Marnie Baker, Chris B.Skrsynecki, Richard 
Codrvan, Carl Siegel, Susan Heinlein, Patty Gandt, Susan Milligan, Kim Roper, Ronald Gandt, Theron Milligan, and 
Vincent Mutchler. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairman Valentine. 
                                                                     
OPEN MEETING COMPLIANCE CHECK 
The notice of the annual meeting, though not required, was posted by 3:00 p.m. on Friday, March 26, 2010 at the 
Salem Town Hall Municipal Building, Salem Post Office, Camp Lake Post Office, Wilmot Post Office, and the Trevor 
Post Office.  It was also posted on the Town’s website.  Notice of the annual meeting was also published in the 
Kenosha News. 
 
3.) The minutes of the previous Annual Elector’s Meeting of April 14, 2009 were available to electors as they arrived 
for this year’s meeting.  There were no changes to the minutes. 
 
4.) The Town annual financial report, from un-audited figures was given by Administrator Casey and the plan to 
maintain a healthy fund balance in the future. 
 
Resident Dr, Brad Smith questioned what percentage of the Town’s income comes from property taxes. 
Administrator Casey responded that the majority of income comes from property taxes and is how 
municipal government in WI is funded. 
 
Resident Carol Husnick questioned who does the Town audits, to which it was responded that James 
Frechette, CPA does the Town audit. 
 
5.) A Town Meeting Resolution of the Town of Salem, a resolution to Authorize the Town Board to Issue 
General Obligation Bonds Pursuant to Sec. 60.10 (2)(d), Wisconsin Statutes was presented to the electors.  
Todd Taves, the Town’s financial consultant, from Ehlers & Associates explained the proposed financing and 
the issuance of the General Obligation Refunding Bonds, including the costs, pre-sale estimates, and the 
timeline of the financing.  He also stated this is a good time to lock in financing with the low interest rates. 
MOTION BY Elector Crysti Neuman, second by Elector Kellie Foglio to grant the Town Board permission to 
proceed with the issue of the General Obligation Refunding Bonds. 
Attorney Scholze restated the motion to clarify that it was intended to follow the language in item 5 on the 
meeting agenda and that the authority was to be continuing authority. 
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The motion was followed by questions and discussion.  Questions asked were as follows;   
Vince Mutchler questioned if there is a prepaid penalty. 
Jim Valentine questioned whether the year 2011 is the first year that taxpayers will pay. 
Michael Ullstrup questioned that the board can go over ten (10) years on the financing, what is the 
difference in interest rates. 
Dr. Brad Smith questioned whether there are statistics on Town growth. 
Chris Gustafson questioned what the historic growth years are. 
John Ciesla questioned whether the Town received the grant for the highway/fire project to which Mike 
Slover responded that it was officially denied yesterday. 
Chris Skrsynecki questioned what the ten (10) year vs. twenty (20) year costs were. 
PAPER BALLOT VOTE 
ELECTORS AYE – 53 
ELECTORS NAY – 0 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
6.)  Elector Bill Barhyte came before this meeting of electors and requested that when the Town is done 
with the old highway garage, that the triangle to the back of the property be split and allow him to 
purchase.  It would make a straighter lot and it would keep it from being land locked.  He would like to 
purchase it for stockpiling and parking of trailers.  It is zoned Institutional and his property is zoned R-4. 
Crysti Neuman questioned if the Town is going to continue to use this property tow which Mike Murdock 
responded that they will have no further use after the move to the new building. 
Chris Skrsynecki questioned the future plans for the old building and if Mr. Barhyte would consider the 
purchase of the entire parcel. 
Chris Gustafson question if the portion would be subject to cleanup, to which Dennis Faber responded that, 
it was recently purchased and there are no contaminants. 
MOTION BY Elector Bill Barhyte, second by Dr. Brad Smith to authorize the Town Board to sell all or part of 
the old Highway parcel. 
PAPER BALLOT VOTE 
ELECTORS AYE – 55 
ELECTORS NAY – 0 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
7.)  Jim Valentine presented concerns regarding the quarterly review and some of the following points; his 
belief that the tax increase is really 7.3%, questions regarding transfers from the Utility District to the 
General Fund, questioned if transfers are being done than are utility fees to high, and $100,000 from the 
Park Fund. 
Discussion followed. 
Bill Carey stated that his tax bill for the Town’s portion went up $23.  The other 85% of his bill has nothing to 
do with Town taxes. 
MOTION BY Elector Jim Valentine, second by John Ciesla to direct the Town Board to start the budget 
process now and to direct the Town administrator to present the Town Board a preliminary budget no later 
than June 14, 2010. 
Attorney Scholze advised that this directive is not within the powers of the electors meeting and is advisory 
only. 
SHOW OF HANDS VOTE 
ELECTORS AYE – 33 
ELECTORS NAY – 24 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
8.)  Kellie Foglio, 8630 223rd Ave. stated that she had given an organized presentation of the flooding around 
her home after the June 19th heavy rains.  She has put forth a request for a culvert and wants the Town to fix 
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the problems. 
Brad Zautcke indicated that this area is on the list of problem areas, but this also involves the County.  This 
area is part of the overall Draft Storm Water Management Plan.  The Town will work with Gary Sipsma from 
Kenosha County and see if there is an inexpensive fix and will report on this at the next regular town board 
meeting. 
 
9.)  Chris Gustafson questioned whether State Statute Ch. 60.10 the Powers of the Electors include the 
administrator. 
 
10.)  Carol Husnick questioned whether what was told by Time Warner that the fluctuation of taxes is due to 
the Town. 
Administrator Casey indicated that the Town has no authority over Time Warner and that the state has 
taken away municipal authority. 
Discussion then followed regarding and the petition for Kenosha County to be a Google Test Site. 
 
11.)  Mario Vera stated he is trying to get support of town people for a political event and requested use of 
the Town Hall. 
Discussion followed with Chairman Valentine informing Mr. Vera that this was on the Town Board agenda 
last night and the board decided the use of the Town Hall was not appropriate for a political event. 
 
12.)  Tim Vanderhoef questioned how residents can report water problems, to which Administrator Casey 
responded that residents should contact Brad Zautcke to be included in the plan. 
 
Dennis Faber gave information to those in attendance about the Storm Water Utility, suspended solids, DNR 
mandates, expenditures and the fees for funding the utility.  He then asked the electors if they felt there 
could be another way of funding this, site specific as an example, to which Pat O’Connell responded that site 
specific costs for a neighborhood could be astronomical. 
 
Jim Valentine suggested this be added as a survey question. 
 
Eileene Anderson stated she is paying double what others are, but didn’t like the idea of paying less.  She 
feels her dollars should be used to help others. 
 
Chris Gustafson suggested that the fees collected be by sub watershed. 
 
Vince Mutchler questioned if everyone is paying, including churches and schools, to which he was told by 
Dennis Faber, yes. 
 
Linda Valentine pointed out that the purpose of the utility is to achieve clean water and keep particulates on 
the ground and not moving into the lakes. 
 
MOTION BY Elector Jack Rowland, second by Elector Eileene Anderson to adjourn this Annual Town Elector’s 
meeting. 
UNANIMOUS VOTE – AYE 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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________________________ 
Cindi Ernest, Clerk 
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