                                      TOWN OF SALEM BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

                                                          ANNUAL MEETING 
                                           TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2008 7:00 P.M.

                                             SALEM TOWN HALL BUILDING

                                             9814 ANTIOCH ROAD SALEM, WI

Chairman Diann Tesar opened this Town of Salem Annual Meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the following present:  Diann Tesar, Dennis Faber, Joe Meier, Pat O’Connell, Josh Cooper, Mike Murdock, Mike Slover, Attorney Scholze, Brad Zautcke, Crysti Neuman, Eileene Anderson, and Cindi Ernest.
 
1.)  Treasurer Chris Lamb gave the annual report for the Town of Salem Funds.

UD Administrator Brad Zautcke gave the annual report for the Utility District.

2.)  A request from Michael and Judith Grasser to purchase 30’ of land from the Town to install sewer septic tank to meet environmental specifications was presented.
Attorney Scholze stated that the electors have certain rights at the annual meeting.  He stated his concern is the language of State Statute 236.29 when the Town dedicates land.  He questioned whether electors have the authority to sell park property.  At this time, he wasn’t sure if the Grasser’s proposal applies.

Supervisor Faber stated that when the property was deeded to the town it’s use was as a fire lane.  It was classified as park property, but not necessarily deeded that way on the plat.
Further discussion followed with Supervisor Faber questioning whether a motion could be made contingent on the legality.

Mike Grasser, 8675 226th Ave. questioned whether he could get an easement for the property.  He is only putting in a holding tank and an easement would be fine if it could not be purchased.  He stated he needs the extra space for two (2) tanks.  Should the board grant an easement, the holding tanks would be on Town property.

MOTION BY 
Elector Linda Valentine, second by Elector Ann Berry O’Brien to authorize the Grasser’s to purchase 30 feet, contingent on the authority of the board to allow that.
BALLOT VOTE  AYE - 32
BALLOT VOTE  NAY – 10

MOTION CARRIED

3.)  A request was presented by Shelly Bruschette on behalf of herself and Ty Hoeper 10019 270th Trevor for the Town to consider vacating or selling property on 270th Ave.
Due to erosion the road is in disrepair and floods.
Highway Supervisor Mike Murdock advised the board that this road is on the channel and is a road right of way.
Supervisor Faber informed that it originally was a drainage channel and all has eroded to 4’ wide and not the original 18’ that was there.  Part of the paved road is on both properties.
Highway Supervisor Murdock again reiterated that this is a road right of way and he would hate to see it given up.

Ms. Bruschette stated that a road couldn’t be put in as it would be in the neighbor’s living room.
Fire Chief Mike Slover stated that emergency service access could be a problem.
Supervisor O’Connell asked Ms. Bruschette if she wouldn’t be land locking the property, to which she responded that they would put an access agreement in place.
Highway Supervisor Murdock again reiterated with the fact that this is a dedicated Town road right of way and would be tying the hands of future boards.
Further discussion followed with the questioning of whether piers would be put in and taxing of lake property.
MOTION BY Elector Thomas O’Brien, second by Elector Royce Kennedy to authorize the Town Board to vacate 270th Avenue.

BALLOT VOTE  AYE - 19
BALLOT VOTE  NAY – 23

MOTION FAILED
4.)  A request to recommend to the Town Board the sale of Town property #66-4-120-213-0435 to Thomas O’Brien, tax parcel #66-4-120-213-0451 for the purpose of a lot line adjustment.
Chairman Tesar stated that the Park Commission voted 5-2 in favor of allowing this purchase of 43’ of park property.
Bill Barhyte stated that it was presented to the Commission as 35’.
Mr. O’Brien presented his request.

Mr. Barhyte believes that doing this would be a huge mistake on the part of the board if the DNR should come in and change things.  What then?
Larry Kamin stated it is 1/10 of an acre and maybe we should look at this now because DNR could say what can be done within a foot of the house.
Further discussion followed on price and the fact that it is a dedicated park.

MOTION BY Elector Virginia Winker to sell 9’ of the park property to Thomas O’Brien.
John Tierney questioned whether there are underground utilities and drainage pipes to which Supervisor Faber stated that it is nowhere near.
Further discussion followed.
MOTION RESTATED BY Elector Virginia Winker, second by Elector Bill Winker to sell Thomas O’Brien 9’ to give 10’ from the lot line contingent on whether or not it is a dedicated park.
BALLOT VOTE  AYE - 13
BALLOT VOTE  NAY – 24

MOTION FAILED
MOTION BY Elector Larry Kamin, second by Elector Linda Valentine to accept the Park Commission’s recommendation to allow Thomas O’Brien to purchase 43’ 1/10 of an acre contingent in whether it is a dedicated park.

BALLOT VOTE  AYE - 20
BALLOT VOTE  NAY – 17

MOTION CARRIED
5.) A request to recommend to the Town Board the sale of Town property #66-4-120-213-0435 to Royce Kennedy, tax parcel # 66-4-120-213-0170 for the purpose of a lot line adjustment.
Supervisor Faber told those in attendance that this property is hilly and would have to be excavated to place picnic tables and cans.
Highway Department Supervisor Murdock stated that in talking to Ben Fiebelkorn, to the best of his knowledge there is no access to the property from the north.
Safety Officer Cooper informed the electors that this is one of the most active boat launches in the Town.  Fishermen at this time can park in Mr. Kennedy’s driveway, but nothing can be done.
Discussion.
Ann Anderson 9915 278th Avenue and lives adjacent questioned the need for so much park land.  She stated that he has already cleared the triangular park of almost all trees, shrubs, and flowers…. everything.  He cleared a driveway without Town permission.  People walk up and down the fire lane and can see her home.  No one talked to her about clearing it.  She stated she wants her park back and he should be made to put it back.  It’s an awful lot of land for just a driveway.

Eileene Anderson questioned when the trees and shrubs were cut down to which Mrs. Anderson stated about a year and a half ago.
Mrs. Ed Kennedy stated that the area was all weeds and a garbage dumping ground.
MOTION BY Elector Ann Anderson, second by Elector Virginia Winker to not authorize the Town Board to sell property to Kennedy.
BALLOT VOTE  AYE - 26
BALLOT VOTE  NAY – 14

MOTION CARRIED

6.)  It was questioned why electors don’t have the information that the board has for the annual meeting.  Supervisor Faber stated that two (2) years ago the board has discussed purchasing PowerPoint.
Mike Langel stated he feels that the electors should have information and copies made.
Linda Valentine requested that the board investigate the train horns at Town crossings.
Supervisor Faber stated that there is a form that needs to be completed and submitted.  She asked that this be investigated.  She also asked that the Town prohibit tattoo parlors within eyesight of a school, church, or library.
MOTION BY Elector Bill Barhyte, second by Elector Shelly Bruschette to adjourn this Annual Meeting of the Town of Salem Electors.
UNANIMOUS VOTE - AYE

MOTION CARRIED
 
This Annual Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

______________________

 Cindi Ernest, Clerk

